

ADOPTED 1/25/11


Introduced by Council Member Fussell and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni & Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2011-21-A
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND COUNTLESS CIVIC CONTRIBUTIONS OF WALTER MCRAE, JR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Walter McRae, Jr. served in the U.S. Army during World War II and earned the rank of 1st Lieutenant before enrolling in the University of Florida where he played football and graduated with honors in 1947; and


WHEREAS, Mr. McRae began his long business career as an entry-level employee at his father’s Ford dealership in Jacksonville which he grew into one of the largest Ford dealerships in the United States, and which eventually became the Scott-McRae Group, an industry leader employing over 850 people in automobile dealerships across Florida, an automotive financing agency and an advertising agency; and


WHEREAS, throughout his long and productive life while running an extremely successful business enterprise, Walter McRae Jr. devoted himself to countless civic, educational and arts organizations and causes and to many and varied leadership efforts for the betterment of the Jacksonville community; and 


WHEREAS, although his contributions to progress in the Jacksonville community are too numerous to be comprehensively listed, Mr. McRae’s leadership and influence are exemplified by his service on the boards of directors of Jacksonville University, Barnett Bank, the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce, the Gator Bowl Association, the Jacksonville Convention and Visitors Bureau, and the University of Florida Alumni Club of Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, as President of the Chamber of Commerce in 1974, Walter McRae was instrumental in the success of the “Amelia Island Conference”, a meeting of Jacksonville’s business and civic leaders that resulted in the establishment of Jacksonville Community Council, Inc. (JCCI) and Leadership Jacksonville, two organizations that have played a large role in shaping Jacksonville’s future; and

WHEREAS, the city and its citizens mourn the passing of Walter McRae, Jr. at the age of 88 and wish to celebrate his life of business and civic accomplishments and his boundless enthusiasm for and dedication to progress in Jacksonville; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and countless civic contributions of Walter McRae, Jr., and extends its sincere sympathy to his many family and friends upon the occasion of his passing.  Mr. McRae’s devotion and service to the Jacksonville community are unmatched and will be long remembered and greatly esteemed.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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